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Academic success with a distinct  
Christian ethos 
 

Providing a well-rounded Christian education, the Sixth Form at Saint Cecilia’s consistently delivers academic  
success with many students moving on to first-class higher education at some of the country’s top universities. 
 

Life in the Sixth Form is exciting and vibrant with a real sense of purpose. Students are encouraged to study a 
combination of courses that are most suited to their interests, particular skill set and future career and life  
ambitions. Students are encouraged to ‘think big’ and ‘aim high’. We want every student to at least fulfil, if not  
exceed, his or her academic potential, and there is a real drive towards achieving academic success. However, life 
in the Sixth Form at Saint Cecilia’s offers much more than that. It is our desire for students to achieve their  
academic potential, but equally we want students to leave us having successfully managed the transition from 
child to adult, and to have developed the skills, abilities, confidence and character to lead fulfilled and happy adult 
lives and make a valuable contribution to the society in which they live.  
 

As a school, we exist to “Glorify God through outstanding, enjoyable education” and this is as true for the Sixth 
Form as it is for the rest of the school. All Sixth Form students are therefore required to be in sympathy with the 
ethos of a Church of England school, based on biblical principles and on the teachings of Jesus, in order to  
participate fully in all that we offer, and all that we do. 
 

Saint Cecilia’s is a very popular, over subscribed school of which parents, staff, governors, pupils, students and 
the local community are immensely proud. We hope you will wish to join us in the Sixth Form and enjoy all the this 
school has to offer. 
 
Ann Kennedy 
Interim Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 

A positive and dynamic learning  
environment 
 

The Sixth Form at Saint Cecilia’s has a track record of enviable exam results that are well 
above the national average, placing us among the top 5% of schools nationally. This  
combination means that our students have a bright future with the majority of them  
securing places at prestigious universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. 
 

During the Sixth Form years, students go through a transition period where progression 
and continuity are very important. The information in this booklet will outline what options 
are available in our Sixth Form, in order to help prospective students decide what subjects and types of courses 
are best suited to meet their career paths. We advise applicants to read carefully the additional subject information 
and course requirements in this booklet as well as speak to the appropriate members of staff in order to obtain all 
the necessary information before making their final choices. 
 

A positive choice to join the Sixth Form means that prospective students are wholeheartedly committed to  
achieving the best possible outcome for their courses, as well as making the most of all the opportunities available 
to them here. Our goal is to ensure students achieve academic success and receive the learning experience, 
alongside extra-curricular opportunities, to help them develop as individuals. Students leave our  
Sixth Form prepared to deal confidently with the demands and challenges they will face in the future, whether in 
higher education, further education or employment. 
 

I hope this booklet will provide prospective students with the information they require to apply. If you require any 
further information, please email admissions@saintcecilias.london. Please also visit our admissions page. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

Paul Bishop 
Director of Sixth Form 

mailto:admissions@saintcecilias.london
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Life in the Sixth Form 
 

The Sixth Form at Saint Cecilia’s benefits from an average class size of 16 students. Students are expected to 
choose four subjects in Year 12 and continue with three of them into Year 13. All students not taking BTECs 
take examinations at the end of Year 12 and will require a minimum of 3 D grades or equivalent to progress into 
Year 13. BTec students need to have passed all their assessments. 
 

Students are expected to arrive in school by 8.50am every day. The Sixth Form has two distinct areas for the 
exclusive use of Sixth Form students: a relaxation area and a study area. A range of sandwiches, hot food 
and drinks are available to purchase in the Sixth Form café. There is also a bank of computers and a printer/
photocopier available for students to use. Students are taught to manage their time independently and are 
actively encouraged to use their study periods for private study.   
 

The Head boy, Head girl and Prefects and all students in the Sixth Form are expected to take part in a variety of 
opportunities, as well as have roles of responsibility, such as buddy mentoring, reading buddies and subject  
prefects. 
 

Current Year 12 and 13 students participate in conservation projects and visits to local primary schools and are 
extensively involved in charity work. The Sixth Form take part in a number of Citizenship activities, preparation 
for leaving school and PSHE. Thorough and comprehensive guidance is given throughout the UCAS University 

application process and the vast majority of our students progress onto University. 
 

Unlike the lower years, 
our Sixth Form students 
are not required to wear a 
school uniform. However, 
they are expected to 
dress appropriately for an 
educational environment 
and in keeping with the 
Christian character and 
ethos of the school. The 
school takes great pride 
in the Sixth Formers and 
the role they play in  
setting the standard for 
the rest of our pupils in 
the main school. Students 
are expected to become 
active members of the 
local community.  Head Girl, Head Boy and Prefects 2018/19 

PSHE in the Sixth Form 
 

Every student will have a PSHE lesson per week, covering a wealth of topics that will prepare them for the 
transition into Sixth Form, applications for further education, preparation for an independent life of adulthood 
and enrich their understanding and awareness of key life issues.  
 

Assessments, private study and progress 
 

No private study will be set for this subject although progress will be measured through half termly folder checks 
and marking and three assessments throughout the year. These will take the form of ‘Going for Green’ at the 
beginning of the year, a short answer exam paper and various other study benchmarks throughout the year.  
 
 

Topics covered in Year 12 and Year 13  

  Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn 
1 

Ready for Success: 
Transition into Year 12 and learning key skills to  

ensure study success. Relationships and  
Sex Education.  

Relationships: 
Maintaining healthy relationships at home, with 

friends and at school. 

Autumn 
2 

Mental Health Awareness: 
Understanding key health issues including depression, 

anxiety and eating disorders. 

Current Affairs: 
Global and UK politics and how we fit in  

British society today. 

Spring 1 
Social Consciousness: 

The importance of resilience, moral  
decisions and education through ‘Malala’.  

Preparing for further education: 
Getting ready for an independent life in further  

education.  

Spring 2 UCAS and other options: 
Applying for further education,  

attending open days and writing personal  
statements. 

Mental Health Awareness: 
Understanding key health issues including  
depression, anxiety and eating disorders. 

Summer 
1 and 2 

Students are on leave  



 

4 

Art and  
Design A level 
 

Examination Board: 
AQA 
 
Why study Art and Design? 

 

To survive and thrive in a competitive 
creative industry artists need to be  
versatile, multi-skilled and able to  
promote their ideas and work –  
something the Art and Design  
department at Saint Cecilia’s encourages 
from the very outset. Studying art, craft 
and design not only involves technical 
skill but requires understanding of how to 
carry out research, explore and develop 
ideas, evaluate your work and take  
projects further. Observing and analysing the world around you is also critical and the response you make 
through your art can communicate ideas and change beliefs. 
 

Saint Cecilia’s Art and Design A level students get the fantastic opportunity to experience a wide range of art and 
design activities from the beginning of the course. During the first two terms students undertake a  
mini-foundation skills course, which includes exploring a variety of techniques and skills – for example: drawing, 
printmaking, painting, digital art and photography. This helps students to build and develop their skills - they will 
broaden their technical skills and visual understanding, enabling them already to start building up an impressive 
portfolio called the ‘Personal Investigation’ portfolio. This portfolio constitutes 60% of the overall result. At the 
end of the first year students will complete an internal assessment to ensure they attain a suitable standard to 
progress to A level for the second year.  

 

Until January of Year 13 Art students complete their 60% portfolio by  
continuing to interpret an the overall theme which they began in the third 
term of Year 12. Students examine and develop their ideas by continuing to 
explore techniques, processes and materials as well as responding to  
relevant artists images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, 
craft and design, modern as well as from the past. They will have at least 
two final pieces produced during this part of the course.  
 

In February of Year 13 Art students complete a ‘Controlled Assignment’, 
worth 40% which is a theme provided by the exam board – this constitutes  
a 10 week investigation which culminates in a final piece. 
 

Art and Design A Level: 
Component 1: Personal Investigation - 60% 
Candidates must communicate their understanding through integrated  
images and text that includes a written element of no less than 1000 words. 
  
Component 2: Controlled Assignment – 40% 
What could it lead to? 
 

Many of our students preparing for a career in the art world go on to  
Prestigious, colleges including St. Martins, Chelsea and Camberwell, Slade 
(UCL), London College of Communication, Ravensbourne, Kingston and  
Brunel.  
 

As well as university applications, students are also encouraged to apply for 
the Foundation Course in Art and Design as a full-time preliminary year prior 
to degree study. Saint Cecilia’s Art and Design teachers have strong links 
with Art Foundation Courses and Universities and therefore understand how 
to help students to prepare for interviews with their portfolios and interviews. 
 

Art and Design courses can offer a gateway into a structured commercial career in a wide range of fields  
including interior design, product design, fashion design, public art, jewellery making, ceramics, graphic design, 
textile design, surface design, architecture, photography, advertising and animation, as well as digital media. 
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Biology A level 
Examination Board: OCR  
 
 

Why Study Biology? 
 

No one can predict the future, but this much is known: the next century is the 
time of the biologist, who will be in the forefront of the most challenging,  
intellectual problems, such as understanding the most elemental building 
blocks of the mechanisms of life, the mechanisms of memory and of learning, 
the molecular basis of embryonic development, and the rules that help predict the behaviour of the environment.  
 

Biology also lies at the heart of major social problems that face the human race in the coming decades, such as 
sensible management of the environment and the effective control of human populations. It is vital that educated 
people understand the contributions that biological sciences have made and will continue to make for the future 
welfare of human beings. 
 

This is a challenging course, best suited to those  
students with an enquiring mind, those who want a  
deeper knowledge of Biology. It builds on what you 
have studied at GCSE and places an emphasis on how 
Biology affects our everyday lives. The course involves 
a large practical element which is examined to  
determine a student’s quantitative, qualitative and  
evaluative abilities. Students are required to have 
achieved a grade 6 or above in all three GCSE  
Separate Sciences or a grade 7-7 at Trilogy Combined 
Science in order to be accepted on to the course. 
 

 

The A level course consists of the four teaching  
modules. At the end of the A level course, students 
will be assessed through three written exams and 
a submitted practical grade based on the practical 
work completed through the two years. 
 

 

 Biological Processes (worth 37% of total A level) 

 Biological Diversity (worth 37% of total A level) 

 Unified Biology (worth 26% of total A level) 

 Practical endorsement in Biology (reported separately) 

BTEC National Extended Certificate in Applied Science 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
 

The BTEC National Extended Certificate in Applied Science is equivalent to 1 A level (16-56 UCAS points).  
 

The BTEC National Extended Certificate is a specialised work-related qualification that gives learners the 
knowledge, understanding and skills they need to prepare for employment, as well as leading to higher education 
and degrees of related areas of study within universities. The National Extended Certificate attracts UCAS points 
that equate to similar-sized general qualifications within education institutions within the UK. This qualification is  
recognised by both Industry and Universities (equivalent to a maximum of 56 UCAS points; grades and  
equivalences are detailed in the table below) and can lead to obtaining a place for Foundation or full degree  
programmes in a variety of fields. 
 

A Level Extended Certificate UCAS Tariff Points: 

 
Your Year: 
 You will study a mixture of units and conduct a variety of practicals. 
 

 The mandatory units (the ones you will have to do) are:  Principles and Applications of Science I, Practical  
Scientific Procedures and Techniques, and Science Investigation Skills (Year 13) 
 

 You will also study one optional unit in Year 13;  this will probably be Physiology of Human Body Systems as 
we have found that this is popular with students and tends to get very good outcomes. 

 

 The Principles and Applications unit is assessed by a written exam at the end of Year 12. 
 

 The other units are a combination of coursework, and practical assessment conducted by the school but 
marked by BTEC. 

 

Who is it suitable for? 
Students who want to continue their science studies in a vocational setting with a strong practical focus and  
assessment partly through coursework. 
 

How will you learn? 
Through taught lessons, practicals, research and individual study and the completion of individual assignments. 
 

How you will be assessed: 
 Examinations: all learners take the same assessment the same time, normally with a written outcome. 
 Set tasks: learners take the assessment during a defined window and demonstrate understanding through 

completion of a vocational tasks. 
 

Entry Requirements: 
At least one grade 6 and one grade 5 in GCSE Science. 
 

A level Extended Certificate UCAS Tariff points 
  A*  Distinction * 56  

A Distinction 48  

B  or  C  Merit 32 

 D  Pass 16  
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BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business 
Examination Board: Pearson 
 

Who is this qualification for? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business is an Applied General qualification. It is for post-16 
learners who want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to higher  
education and ultimately to employment in the business sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to two A 
Levels, and it has been designed as a full two-year programme, normally taken alongside a further Level 3  
qualification. 
 

What does this qualification cover? 
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it supports 
progression to higher education. In addition, employers and professional bodies have been involved and  
consulted in order to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners  
planning to enter employment directly in the business sector. 
 

The qualification gives learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin the business sector that 
will prepare them for further study or training. This includes the opportunity for learners to choose two units from 
a selection of options to supplement the mandatory units which reflect the key topics in business: 
 

 marketing 

 business environments 

 international business 

 management 

 finance 
 

What could this qualification lead to? 
The qualification is recognised by higher education institutions as fully meeting admission requirements to 
many relevant courses in a variety of areas in the business sector, as single or joint programmes at degree, 
foundation degree or HND level. When studied with other qualifications in the study programme, learners can 
progress to higher education on combined courses. After this qualification, learners can progress directly to 
employment, however it is likely that many will do so via higher study. Areas of employment include junior  
business roles in marketing, administration, finance, events management, HR, marketing and other related  
areas in the business sector, including higher apprenticeships. 

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business 
Examination Board: Pearson 
 

Who is this qualification for? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business is an Applied  
General qualification. It is for post-16 learners who want to continue their education 
through applied learning and who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to  
employment in the business sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to one  
A Level and aims to provide a coherent introduction to study of the business sector. 
 

What does this qualification cover? 
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to 
ensure that it supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional  
bodies have been involved and consulted in order to confirm that the content is  
appropriate and consistent with current practice for learners planning to enter employment directly in the business 
sector. 
 

The learning programme covers the following content areas: 
 

 business environments 

 finance 

 marketing 
 

The optional units have been designed to support choices in progression to business courses in higher education 
and to link with relevant occupational areas: 
 

 human resources 

 accounting 

 marketing 

 law 
 

 

What could this qualification lead to? 
The qualification carries UCAS points and is recognised by higher education providers as contributing to meeting 
admission requirements for many courses if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two year programme 
of learning. It will support entry to many higher education courses, depending on the other qualifications learners 
have taken. The qualification can also support progression to employment directly, or via an apprenticeship. 
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Chemistry A level 
 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

Why study Chemistry? 
 

Chemistry opens the door for many careers because 
training in Chemistry is essential for many positions in 
medicine, industry and is highly desirable for science 
teaching. 
 
Chemistry is useful for careers in the public service and 
management. Both the public and the private  
Sectors increasingly draw their higher management  
echelons from Chemistry graduates. But, most  
importantly, it is just so fascinating! If you want to  
understand the workings of the world around you -  
then Chemistry is for you! 
 
This is a challenging course, best suited to those  
students with an enquiring mind and those who want a  
deeper knowledge of Chemistry. To ensure its relevance, the course places an emphasis on everyday life, 
green issues and economic awareness. The course involves a large practical element which is examined to 
determine a student’s quantitative, qualitative and evaluative abilities. There is also the requirement of good 
mathematical skills with regards to solving calculation based problems. 
 
Students are required to have achieved a grade 6 or above in all separate sciences or grade 7-7 at Trilogy 
Combined Sciences at GCSE level in order to be accepted on to the course. 
 
The A level course covers three units which are:  
 

 Module 1: Development of practical skills 

 Module 2: Foundations in chemistry Module 3: Periodic table and energy Module 4: Core organic 

chemistry 
 
A level:  
 
There are two exam papers assessing content from modules 1 to 4.  
 
A level covers three exam papers:  
 

 Module 1: Development of practical skills. 

 Module 2: Foundations in chemistry Module 3: Periodic table and energy Module 4: Core organic 

chemistry 

 Module 5: Physical chemistry and transition elements Module 6 – Organic Chemistry and analysis 

 
Paper 1 Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry  
Paper 2 Synthesis and analytical techniques 
Paper 3 Unified Chemistry 

 
There will be a practical endorsement from the centre which will be a pass or a fail. This is an endorsement 
of the practical skills shown by the candidate throughout the course. 
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Computer Science A level 
Examination Board: OCR 
 
A Level Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic  
principles learned in the classroom to real-world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject that 
combines invention and excitement, and can look at the natural world through a  
digital prism. 
 

The aims of this qualification are to enable learners to develop: 
 

 An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including:  
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such  
problems, including writing programs to do so. 

 The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 

 The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science. 
 

 Mathematical skills. 
 

Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the  
classroom to real-world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, that 
can look at the natural world through a digital prism. Computer Science will value computational thinking, helping 
students to develop the skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limits of human 
and machine intelligence. 
 

These are the concepts that lie at the heart of our Computer Science qualifications. They will be the best  
preparation for students who want to go on to study Computer Science at a higher level and will also provide a 
good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills. 
 

Assessment overview and objectives: 
 

Component 
 

Computing principles: 
 

 Mix of question types, including short-answer, longer-answer, and levels of response mark-scheme-type questions. 

 Characteristics of contemporary systems architecture: operating systems 

 Software and software development: introduction to programming 

 Exchanging data: databases, networks and web technologies 

 Data types, representation and structures: using Boolean algebra 

 Legal, moral, ethical and cultural issues: computing-related laws 

 
Algorithms and problem solving 
 

 Traditional questions concerning computational thinking. 

 Mix of question types: including short-answer, longer-answer, and levels of response mark-scheme-type questions. 

 There will be a short scenario/task contained in the paper, which could be an algorithm but will involve problem solving. 

 Elements of computational thinking: understanding computational thinking 

 Problem solving and programming: programming techniques, software development methodologies 

 Algorithms: analysis and design 
 

How will I be assessed?  

Progression and career pathways: 
 

Students taking Computer Science can go on to take a range of computing related Higher Education courses.  
 

What can I do after I have completed the course?  
 

From games developer to manager of IT and communications services, computer science graduates have a 
range of opportunities open to them, some of these include: 
 

 Application analyst 

 Business analyst 

 Data analyst 

 Database administrator 
 

Component Assessment Weighting Marks and Duration 
01 Computer systems Externally marked question paper 40% 140 marks/2 hr 30 mins 

02 Algorithms and programming Externally marked question paper 40% 140 marks/2 hr 30 mins 
03 Programming project Internally assessed, externally moderated 20% 70 marks 

 Games developer 

 Information systems manager 

 IT consultant 

 Multimedia programmer 
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Drama and Theatre Studies A level  
Examination Board: Edexcel 

 
 

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course? 
 

It is necessary that you have at least a 6 in English Language and, if you have taken GCSE Drama, 
you should have achieved at least a 6 grade in that as well. If you have not previously studied  
Drama, you should be able to demonstrate an interest in the subject, for example, by taking part in 
productions either in or outside of school, attending theatre productions or being willing to audition.  
It is essential that all candidates are happy to go on theatre trips and keen to be involved in  
performances. 
 
What will I learn on this course? 
 

This is a linear two year course, so you will prepare for internal exams at the end of Year 12 and 
external exams at the end of Year 13. The course develops your practical and academic skills.  
You will read plays from different contexts, devise around themes, learn about different  
influential theatre practitioners, evaluate the success of live performances and take part in drama 
productions.   
 
Why take A level Drama and Theatre Studies? 
 

This course can lead to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies and Performing Arts.  It  
complements other fields of study such as Literature or History.  It develops practical skills which 
are valuable to employers such as the ability to work in groups, speak in public, undertake  
research, work under pressure and interpret written texts.  It is valuable for a variety of careers 
such as acting, directing, journalism, politics, sales, marketing, design, teaching and  
management. 
 

 What are the elements of the course? 
 

Component 1: Devising  
 Internally assessed coursework 
 Worth 40% of qualification 
 Students will create an original performance based on an extract from a play text. 
 

Component 2:Text in Performance  
 Externally assessed coursework 
 Worth 20% of qualification 
 Students perform an extract from a text as a group and then a monologue or duologue  

from a different text. 
 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
 Written exam 
 Worth 40% of qualification 
 Section A: Live theatre evaluation 
 Section B: Respond to an unseen extract 
 Section C: Responding to a key extract as a performer and designer  
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English Literature: A level 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
  

  

This course will appeal to students who have a genuine interest in reading a rich, vibrant variety of literature 
from past to present, who enjoy expressing and justifying their opinions, and who are willing to explore  
challenging interpretations and perspectives based on texts they encounter. 
  

English Literature is a popular qualification for further education, and compliments and enriches a wide 
range of career options. 

  

A Level 
 

Paper 1 (30% of A Level), Paper 2 (20% of A Level), Paper 3 
(30% of A Level), Independent Study (non-exam assignment)  
(20% of A Level) 
  
The A Level programme is assessed by three written exams. The first  
paper will assess students’ understanding of ‘Othello’, alongside their  
modern drama text, ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’. Special credit is given 
for how well pupils engage with criticism about ‘Othello’ and show an  
appreciation of the play within the tradition of tragedy. The second paper 
asks students to write one response comparing the prose texts  
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ and ‘The War of the Worlds’. The third paper 
draws on the anthology of post-2011 poetry ‘Poems of the Decade’,  
asking students to compare one poem from this volume with an  
unseen poem. This paper also asks pupils to write a response to a  
studied poetic movement or named poet; depending on the teacher,  
pupils will study either the poetry of the Romantics or the collected 
works of Christina Rossetti. All exams are ‘open book’. There is further 
credit awarded for a non-exam independent assignment, where pupils 

must produce a 3000 word study of two texts of their choice. This piece is a wonderful opportunity for pupils 
to follow their own impulses and pursue their favourite texts and genres. This piece will be assessed by the 
teacher.  
 
Sample texts for study: 
  

 ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, Margaret Atwood  

 ‘The War of the Worlds’, H.G. Wells 

 ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’, Tennessee Williams 

 ‘Poems of the Decade’, anthology 

 ‘Othello’, Shakespeare 

 ‘English Romantic Verse’, anthology 

 ‘Collected Poems’, Christina Rossetti 

 

 

What this course can lead to? 
  

English Literature can be studied as a single subject in higher education or can be combined with a wide 
variety of other subjects. It would form a good basis for study in any arts based subject and could be  
combined with History, Media Studies, Journalism, Philosophy, Law, Politics or Modern Foreign Languages.  
 

Even students interested in science subjects or mathematics might find English Literature the perfect contrast 
which allows them a more creative outlet, and universities are constantly searching for students with excellent 
communication skills. Some students will use their qualification to go straight into employment, and with  
A level English Literature you will have a wide choice; it is a highly valued A level which bridges the artistic 
and the analytical. 
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Geography A level   Examination Board: Edexcel 
 

Why study Geography? 
 

 Geography is a highly topical subject, ever changing as the world events unfold. 

 Universities are extremely interested in humanities subjects because of the skills learnt. 

 It can lead to exciting job opportunities and develop thinking and communication skills. 
 

Physical topics in A level Geography: 

  

Human topics at A level Geography: 

Topic 1 – Tectonic processes and  
hazards 
 

This topic looks at the processes that pose a large risk to 
many part of the world. There are many places in world 
where there is an interaction between these dangerous 
processes and high population density. This topic  
addresses how and why some places are more vulnerable 
than others. This is looked at through three key questions: 
 

 Why some locations are more at risk from  
tectonic hazards?  
 

 Why do some tectonic hazards develop into  
disasters?  
 

 How successful is the management of tectonic  
hazards and disasters?  
 

 

These questions will be assessed through a range of  
shorter questions and 10 and 12 mark – ‘essay’ style  
questions.  

Topic 2 – Landscape systems, processes 
and Change - Glaciated landscapes and 
change 
 

This topic looks at the process that created and develop  
landscapes in the UK and around the world. It looks at the  
landscapes that are left as a result of the last ice age. The topic 
progresses to looking at the use of the landscape by humans 
and how these environments need to be managed effectively 
through management and control of the system. The topic will 
be looked at through 4 key questions: 
 

 How has climate change influenced the formation of  
glaciated landscapes over time? 

 

 What processes operate within glacier systems? 
 

 How do glacial processes contribute to the formation of  
glacial landforms and landscapes? 

 

 How are glaciated landscapes used and managed today? 
 

These questions will be assessed using a range of shorter  
questions 6 marks and 8 mark, and a 20 mark essay question.  

Topic 3 – Water cycle and insecurity 
 

This topic looks at the importance of water on the planet. 
The water cycle operates on different scales and short and 
long-term timescales. It examines the circulation of water 
on the land, in the oceans and in the cryosphere. The topic 
then begins to examine the reasons and consequences 
behind water insecurity and the management strategies that 
can be put into place to ease this problem. The topic  
examines the 3 key enquiry questions: 
 

 What are the processes operating within the  
hydrological cycle from global to local scale? 

 

 What factors influence the hydrological system over 
short- and long-term timescales? 

 

 How does water insecurity occur and why is it  
becoming such a global issue for the 21st century? 

 

This is assessed through a mixture of short and longer 12 
mark ‘essay’ style  questions.  

Topic 4 – The Carbon cycle and energy  
insecurity 
 

This topic looks at the importance of the carbon cycle in  
maintaining planter health. The topic examines the importance 
of carbon stores and fluxes and why this has an impact on  
physical and human processes. This topic further examines the 
role of feedback in both the water and the carbon cycle.  
Towards the end of the topic we look at the reliance on fossil 
fuels have on the changes on carbon stores and how this has 
contributed to anthropogenic carbon emissions. This topic  
examines the following key enquiry questions:  

 

 How does the carbon cycle operate to maintain  
planetary health? 

 

 What are the consequences for people and the  
environment of our increasing demand for energy? 

 

 How are the carbon and water cycles linked to the global 
climate system? 

 

These questions are assessed through a 20 mark essay.  

Topic 1 – Globalisation 
 

This topic looks at the global interdependence and the impact 
this has on the accerrated changes it has for business and 
people. It further examines the inequalities that exist at a 
country and global level. Looking further at cultural impacts.  
It look closely at the key players involved in globalisation such 
as the World Bank, the IMF and International monetary fund. 
This topic is assessed through three key enquiry questions: 
 

 What are the causes of globalisation and why has it  
accelerated in recent decades? 

 

 What are the impacts of globalisation for countries,  
different groups of people and cultures? 

 

 What are the consequences of globalisation for global 
development and how should different players respond 
to its challenges? 

 

Students will be assessed on these topics through short  
answer questions and a 12 mark essay . 

Topic 2 – Shaping places: diverse places 
 

This topic looks at the dynamic nature of places and how they 
vary demographically and culturally. There are several  
processes that shape these places – this is done through the 
movement of people, capital, information and resources. These 
processes creates and exacerbates social inequalities both  
between and within local areas. Variations in past and present 
connection lead to varied lived experiences. Students will look at 
places where they love and understand the context of this place 
on the local, national and international scale. This topic is looked 
at through four enquiry questions: 
 

 How do population structures vary? – Local place exam-
ples and a contrasting place  

 

 How do different people view diverse living spaces? 
 

 Why are there demographic and cultural tensions in di-
verse places? 

 How successfully are cultural and demographic issues 
managed?  

 

These will be assessed through shorter questions and a longer  
20-mark essay. 
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Element 4: Non- examination assessment (NEA)  
 

A core element of this section is 4 days of fieldwork. This is a 
piece of coursework that is between 3000-4000 words and is 
worth 20% of the assessment in the A Level. It will look at  
investigation process from start to finish. The focus is on one 
element of the specification and must include both human and 
physical elements. It looks at elements such as…  
 

 Data Collection  
 

 Data Interpretation – analysis and conclusions 
 

 Evaluative techniques  
 

 Secondary Data Research  

Geography A level   (continued…) 
 

Human topics at A level Geography: 

 

Paper 2 – ‘The Human Paper’  
 

This paper is a 2 hour 15 minutes examination and will test the 
students understanding and application of human geography, 
this will cover a variety of topics across the human geography 
spectrum.  
 

This paper is 30% of the overall A level. 
  

Topics that will be covered are… 
 

 Globalisation  
 

 Diverse Places  
 

 Superpowers 
 

 Migration, Identity and Sovereignty  

Topic 3 – Superpowers 
 

This topic looks at the world dominance of particular  
countries. However, dominance of these countries has 
changed over time and as China and India are developing, 
they are becoming threats to the current superpowers. 
These superpowers have a large influence on the global 
economy, global politics and the environment. The spheres 
of influence of these superpowers are often contested and 
result in implications for the countries involved. This topic 
will address the following three enquiry questions… 
 

 What are superpowers and how have they changed? 
 

 What are the impacts of superpowers on the global 

economy, political systems and the environment? 
 

 What spheres of influence are contested by  

superpowers and what are the implications of this? 
 

 

Students will be assessed through short answer questions  
and a longer 12-mark essay.  

Topic 4 – Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 
 

This topic looks at the movement of capital, goods and people. 
Tensions being to occur with growing levels of environment, 
social and economic interdependence among people,  
economies and nation states. There are contested ideas  
surrounding traditional ideas of national sovereignty and  
territorial integrity. This unit examines the impact of international 
migration on the composition of the population and the attitudes 
to national identity. Furthermore, it looks at the challenges of 
nationalist movements and the impact global governance has in 
dealing within demographic changes to the population. This is 
assessed through four enquiry questions… 
 

 What are the impacts of globalisation on international 
migration? 

 

 How are nation states defined and how have they evolve  
in a globalising world? 

 

 What are the impacts of global organisation on  
management global issues and conflicts? 

 

 What are the threats to national sovereignty in a more 
globalised world? 

 

This topic is assess through 2 short questions and a 20 mark 
essay.  

 

Paper 1 – ‘The Physical Paper’  
 

This paper is a 2 hour 15 minutes examination and will test 
the students understanding and application of physical  
geography. The paper is 30% of the overall A Level.  
 

Topics that will be covered are… 
 

 Tectonic processes and hazards 
 

 Glaciated landscapes and change  
 

 The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity  
 

 The Carbon Cycle and Energy Insecurity  
 

 Climate change futures  

 

Paper 3 – ‘Synoptic Themes Paper’  
 

This paper is a 2 hours and 15 minutes and will test  
students around the compulsory synoptic themes. This will 
be bested around a geographical issue that will be rooted in 
two or more the compulsory themes in the course. The  
paper is with 20% of the A Level.  
 

The synoptic themes are… 
 

 Players – who are the stakeholders involved  
 

 Attitudes and uncertainties – people differing viewpoints 
and how this influences actions  

 

 Futures and uncertainties – How geographical decisions 
will affect the future.  

What can I do after completing the course? 
 
 

An A Level in Geography opens doors. You will find that studying Geography is a brilliant step towards a wider range of 
HE courses and/or employment opportunities. 

  

Further education:  
Geographers can go on to study higher level courses, including foundation degrees and undergraduate degrees. 

  

Employment : 
Geographers can go into a wide range of jobs, including: 

 
 
 
 

Advertising Education Social/health services 
Environmental Management Marketing Civil Service 

Finance Management Energy 
Law Town Planning Agencies such as UN 

Assessment: 
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Government and Politics A level 
 

Examination Board: Edexcel 
 
 

Why study Government  
and Politics at A level? 
 

A Level Government and Politics allows students to 
explore current affairs and issues affecting people’s 
everyday lives, with the comparative element  
involving students contrasting politics between the 
UK and the USA. It requires a critical mind, an  
understanding of different viewpoints and an ability 
to debate a range of issues. The subject can  
prepare students not just for careers in politics, but 
in academia, the media and the financial world.  
 
Students will need at least a Grade 6 in English or  
History. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Overview Content 

Component 1 UK Politics 

 Political Participation 

 Democracy and Participation 

 Political parties 

 Electoral systems 

 Voting behaviour and the media 

 Core ideas (Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism) 

Component 2 UK Government 

 UK Government 

 The Constitution 

 Parliament 

 The PM and Government 

 Relations between the branches 

 Optional ideas (choose one from anarchism, ecologism, 
feminism, multiculturalism and nationalism) 

Component 3 Comparative  
Politics 

 US Government and Politics 

 Constitution 

 Congress 

 Presidency 

 Supreme Court 

 Democracy and Participation 

 Civil Rights  
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History A level 
 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
Why study History at A level? 
 

An A level qualification in History is held in 
high esteem by universities and employers 
alike due to its academic nature. It should 
also leave its students well equipped if they 
perhaps wish to lead a future revolution 
against an unpopular government or lead a 
country through an economic crisis. 

 
Do you need to have studied History 
at GCSE Level? 
 

You will require at least a Grade 6 in History 
GCSE. If you did not study History GCSE, 
then this will need to be a discussion with 

the CTL and Head of Sixth Form and you will be required to have achieved at least a Grade 6 in GCSE English. 
 
 

Unit 1 Breadth Study – The British Empire 1857 - 1967 
Breadth study with interpretations 
 

AS exam: 1 hour 30 minutes, 50 marks, one interpretation essay, 
one knowledge-based essay. 
 

A Level exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 80 marks, one interpretation 
essay, two knowledge-based essays (40% A Level). 
 

Unit 2 Depth Study – Revolution and Dictatorship:  
Russia 1917-1953 
 

Depth study with sources AS exam: 1 hour 30 minutes, 50 marks, 
one source essay, one knowledge- based essay.  
 

 

A Level exam: 2 hours 30 minutes, 80 marks, one source essay, 
two knowledge-based essays (40% A Level). 
 

Unit 3 - Historical Investigation 
 

A personal study based on a topic of your choice in the context of 
100 years. It must be different from units 1 and 2. 
 

A Level only: 3,000-3,500 words, 40 marks, 20% of A Level. 
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Mathematics A level 
Examination Board: Edexcel   
 

Why study Mathematics? 

Mathematics is a fun subject that combines theory, concepts, problem-solving, reasoning and real life challenges. 
Its language is universal and lays the foundation for so many aspects of today’s society and this can be seen in 
just some of the subjects that desire Mathematics at university level:  
 

 Aeronautical Engineering 

 Biochemistry 

 Biomedical Sciences 

 Chemical Engineering 

 Chemistry 

 Computer Science 

 Dentistry 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Mathematics 

 Mechanical Engineering 

 Medicine 

 Optometry 

 Physics 

 Veterinary Science, to name but a few. 
  
Two-thirds of both the A level course is based on Pure Mathematics, focusing almost entirely on algebraic 
topics such as sequences, graphs, functions, proof, trigonometry and calculus. 
  
The A Level Course (Year 12-13) consists of two Pure Mathematics modules and one Applied module in which 
also covers both Statistics and Mechanics. 
  
Due to the demanding nature of this course, students require a grade 7 at GCSE to be accepted on to the course. 
  

Is this the right course for me? 
  
A level Mathematics is a challenging but rewarding course. Choose it if: 

 You enjoy Mathematics and solving problems. 

 You are not afraid of hard work! Many students find the transition 

from GCSE to A level Maths challenging. Only those with a strong 
work ethic succeed. 

 You are very secure in algebraic techniques such as solving  

quadratic equations, rearranging formulae, manipulating algebraic 
fractions, solving simultaneous equations including by substitution 
and sketching transformations of graphs. 

 You think you may want to study Mathematics or a  

Mathematics-related degree at university. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=mathematics%20A%20level&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5dSEc0v8sKOb-M&tbnid=ecTLIONT4KSwEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.maths.leeds.ac.uk%2Fmathematical-studies.html&ei=uUFJUs3iKYiXhQeQuIHIAg&bvm=bv.5321776
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Further Mathematics A level 
 

Examination Board: Edexcel                             
  

You do not have to be a Maths genius to study Further Mathematics! 
  

Further Mathematics is an excellent opportunity for students who want to study the subject in greater 
depth. The course will be very stimulating for students who 
take a high level of enjoyment from Mathematics. The 
course must be taken in tandem with A level Mathematics. 
  
Of course, a certain level of Mathematical ability and  
confidence is required, and students studying Further  
Mathematics normally achieve Grade 8/9 at GCSE with  
an excellent grasp of algebra. 
  
Further Mathematics can open doors. The top universities in 
the country are increasingly making Further  
Mathematics a pre-requisite for their Mathematics  
and Mathematics-related degree courses. Others are  
offering preferential treatment (e.g. lower grade offers) to 
students who have studied A-level Further Mathematics. 
This is because Further Mathematics offers such excellent 
preparation for degree-level studies. 
  
The Further Pure modules build on the Pure modules  
studied in A level Mathematics, covering topics such as 
complex numbers, numerical methods, mathematical proof, 
series, polar coordinates and advanced trigonometry and 
Calculus. 
  
Further Mathematics has a slightly heavier focus on the  
applied modules than A level Mathematics, with third of the 
modules being based on Core Pure, Further Pure and  
Decision Mathematics. 
  
The A Level course (Year 12-13) consists of 3 units from the following: 
 

 Core Pure Mathematics 1 and 2 

 Further Pure Mathematics  
 Decision Mathematics  

  
All units are equally weighted and are assessed completely by examination. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=further%20mathematics%20a%20level&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=amJjS-4_40AFVM&tbnid=3ilN7tV0zsSJdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.almunecarinternationalschool.org%2Fmain%2Fschool-curriculum%2Fmathematics%2F
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Modern Foreign Languages  
 

(French and Spanish) A level                   Examination Board: AQA  
 
 

French and Spanish are taught in a friendly and lively department offering a high level of student support and every 
opportunity to develop your language skills. The department is committed to teaching in the target language, and you 
will be expected to participate, debate and give well justified opinions regularly. The MFL department has - not  
surprisingly - an international feel to it, with several native speakers on the teaching team, and French, Spanish and 
other languages can frequently be heard in the corridor. 
 

Each year we welcome a range of native speaker volunteers into the department who work with our students in small 
groups in order to improve their oral expression and pronunciation. In addition, we expect all students to regularly  
access books, films, articles and music in the target language, and this is monitored closely by the class teacher (s). 
 
Why choose a language? 
Choosing French or Spanish will allow you to widen your knowledge of a variety of contemporary and topical issues 
that are rooted in the target language countries. The ability to speak a modern foreign language is extremely highly 
regarded by both universities and employers alike, and the skills acquired through the study of a language are a  
valuable asset for absolutely any career. Importantly, the highly regarded Russell Group of Universities consider MFL a 
“Facilitating Subject” when considering applications for places; and a huge variety of university courses may be  
combined with a foreign language as a joint Honours degree course, allowing you not only to study another subject  
you enjoy, but giving you the possibility of studying / working abroad for a year! The experiences and opportunities are 
endless. 
 

Students are required to have achieved a grade 6 or above at GCSE French or Spanish in order to be accepted on to 
the course. 
 

Year 1 
Course content will be linked to target-language speaking countries. Speaking, listening, reading and writing will be 
assessed through exams at the end of the course. 
 

1. Social issues and trends 
French      Spanish 
The changing nature of the family  Modern and traditional values  
The ‘cyber-society’     Cyberspace 
The place of voluntary work   Equal rights 
 

2. Artistic culture 
French      Spanish 
A culture proud of its heritage   Modern day idols  
Contemporary music    Spanish regional identity 
Cinema      Cultural heritage/landscape 
 

3. Literary texts and films 
French      Spanish 
One set text or film to be studied  One set text or film to be studied 
 

Year 2 
Course content will be linked to target-language speaking countries. Speaking, listening, reading and writing will be 
assessed through exams at the end of the course. 
 

1. Social issues and trends 
French      Spanish 
The changing nature of the family  Modern and traditional values  
The ‘cyber-society’     Cyberspace      
The place of voluntary work   Equal rights       
Positive features of a diverse society  Immigration  
Life for the marginalised    Racism       
How criminals are treated    Integration 
 

 

2. Political and artistic culture 
French      Spanish 
A culture proud of its heritage   Modern day idols 
Contemporary music    Spanish regional identity 
Cinema      Cultural heritage / landscape 
Teenagers, voting rights, commitment  Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens  
Demonstrations, strikes: who holds power?  Monarchies, republics and dictatorships  
Politics and immigration    Popular movements 
 

3.One set text and one film, or two set texts 
 

4. Individual research project 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDvcWOj9XWAhXBZFAKHVMkDVcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fccalanguagesolutions.com%2Ffrench-and-spanish-languages-of-international-business%2F&psig=AOvVaw2vs8cDp03CCXKzy
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Music A level 
Examination Board: WJEC EDUQAS 
 

Music A Level offers the opportunity to study music in considerable 
depth. It will improve your knowledge of styles and genres and enable 
you to develop into an outstanding performer and composer. Music  
A level is both a practical and academic course. You will learn how to 
develop your own compositional style, performing skills and your  
understanding of music. 
 

We have an extensive range of resources and recording equipment in the studio and 1.19 – our dedicated classroom.  
Our PCs are specially designed for music and contain the latest versions of Cubase, Sibelius, Reason and the industry 
standard ‘Pro Tools’. We have an excellent range of instruments and performing opportunities. This course is ideal for 
musicians who want to extend their knowledge and skills, broaden their interest, study Music at university or just enjoy 
performing or composing. 
 

Year 13 (A level) 
 

Component 1 – Performing (35 or 25%) 
 Option 1 – 35% - 3 or more solo or ensemble pieces (10-12 minutes) 
 Option 2 – 25% - 2 or more solo or ensemble pieces (6-8 minutes) 
 Assessed live by visiting examiner in April-May 
 

Component 2 – Composing (35 or 25%) 
 Option 1 – 25% - 1 ‘Free’ Composition and 1 Composition set to a brief (4-6 minutes) 
 Option 2 – 35% - 1 ‘Free’ Composition, 1 Composition set to a brief and 1 Composition linking to an area of study 
 

Component 3 – Appraising (40%) 
 

AoS A – The Development of the Symphony (1750-1900) 
Haydn Symphony 104 in D Major (4 movements); Mendelssohn Symphony No.4 in A Major (general) 
 

AoS C – Musical Theatre       AoS E – Into the Twentieth Century 
The works of Schwartz   The works of Poulenc and Debussy. Assessed by examination. 
 

Entry Requirements: 
You are expected to achieve at least a 6 in GCSE Music and should play at Grade 5 or above standard on one or more 
instruments. If you are unsure of your ability, you may be asked to attend an audition with a member of the  
music department staff. You should be able to read treble and bass clef proficiently or be prepared to learn it  
quickly. 

National Foundation Diploma in Music Technology  
BTEC Level 3   Examination Board: Pearson (Edexcel) 
 

Equivalent to 1.5 A Levels 
 

This is an exciting opportunity to learn about how music is produced professionally in studios and in concert venues 
around the world. You will learn about MIDI sequencing, sampling, acoustics, sound creation, studio recording and pro-
duction, composing and technical support and instrument repair. 
 

This qualification enables students to pursue a career in the music industry immediately after completion or to  
progress into Higher Education. The Music Technology course is specifically designed to cater for students who wish to 
further their studies in Music Technology at an equivalent A-level standard and beyond as well as those who wish to work 
in the sound industry upon leaving school. This course can follow on from GCSE Music or NCFE Music Technology. If you 
have not studied music or music technology before then you will need to have a strong interest in Music Technology and 
be proficient at ICT and prepare to spend time learning how to use the equipment. 
 

This course consists of 7 separate units to be completed over 2 years, for which students will attend 5 lessons per week. It 
is designed to prepare you for the world of work in Music Technology and will usually be taken alongside other A-level or 
BTEC options in Years 12 and 13. 
 

We have an extensive range of recording equipment in the studio and in our dedicated classroom. Our PCs are specially 
designed for music and contain the latest versions of Cubase, Sibelius, Reason and the industry standard ‘Pro Tools’ 
along with a vast array of plug-ins and synthesiser. We have a Pro Tools 003 Factory Control Surface Mixing Desk, a 
range of effects units and professional quality microphones, acoustic and electronic drum kits, Guitar FX pedals and DI 
boxes and a selection of multi-track recorders. 
 

Students will gain the skills to use computers for music creation, develop recording techniques in the 24 track  
studio, and develop a thorough understanding of the music industry. They will also develop research skills, create music 
and undertake project work. 
 

During this two-year course, students will study 7 Units: 

 66% internally assessed through assignments (5 Units)      44% externally Assessed through examined Tasks (2 Units) 

Internally Assessed Units: 
Studio Recording Techniques, Music for Sound and Media, Creative Synthesis and Sampling, Remixing and Reworking, 
Mixing and Mastering Techniques, 
 

 

Externally Assessed Units: 
Music Technology in Context, Music and Technology Enterprise Opportunities. 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIr-_ZK0iMgCFYJQGgodAQIN5Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gooldham.com%2Factivities.php%3Fpage%3Dinfo%26id%3D4351&psig=AFQjCNFWAPZ95PBZimzq18ehU3dnP29kzQ&ust=1442934
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Philosophy and Ethics A level 
 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

What you will study: 
 

Component 1: Philosophy of Religion  
 

A Level Philosophy of religion learners will study: 
Component 2: Religion and Ethics 

 

A Level Religion and Ethics learners will study: 
 

 Natural Law      

 Situation Ethics  

 Kantian Ethics  

 Utilitarianism  

 Euthanasia  

 Business Ethics 

 Ethical language and thought 

 Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience  

 Sexual ethics   
 

Component 3: Developments in Religious Thought 
 

A Level Developments in Religious Thought learners will study:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment/Examination pattern 
 

 Component 1: 2 hour written paper (120 marks) 33% 

 Component 2: 2 hour written paper (120 marks) 33% 

 Component 3: 2 hour written paper (120 marks) 33% 
 

Teaching and Learning Styles 
In working with philosophical, Christian developments and ethical issues, as much class time as possible is  
devoted to the learned discussion of relevant topics. This means that students are expected to prepare and  
expand their studies with the necessary research and written work in private study. You may be asked to present 
your findings to the group and you will need to be prepared to support your views in debate. 
 

Progression Routes 
Students taking Philosophy and Ethics at A Level will go on to study virtually any subject in Higher Education.  
Philosophy and Ethics combine well with the study of all subjects because they develop the powers of rational and 
critical thinking. It is very important within Philosophy to develop life skills that you will use every day to  
communicate and interact with other people, both individually and in groups. These include empathy and  
compassion, intrigue and questioning skills as well as a critical and philosophical approach to key ideas and  
opinions. During this two-year course we develop: team working, problem solving, time management and ability  
to work to deadlines, good verbal and written communication skills, analytical skills and Independent 
learning. 
 

The skills developed in Philosophy and Ethics could be particularly useful for careers in law, education, social 
work, politics, medicine, administration or the media. 
 

Students are required to have achieved a grade 6 or above at GCSE Religious Studies or English Language in 
order to be accepted on to the course. 

 

 Ancient philosophical influences   Soul, mind and body  

 Arguments based on observation; Cosmological, 
Teleological  

 Arguments based on reason; Ontological  

 Religious experience   The problem of evil 

 Religious Language  Nature of God 

 Augustine’s Teaching on human nature   Death and the Afterlife  

 Knowledge of God’s Existence   The person of Jesus Christ  

 Christian moral principles   Christian moral action 

 Social and historical developments  Religion and Society 
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Physics A level 
 

Examining Board: OCR  
 
Physics A level is a course which fulfills the answers to questions as to why things 
happen in our everyday experience on Earth and in the rest of the Universe. It whets 
the appetite of alert minds to learn beyond A level Physics and apply their detailed 
knowledge to improve the technology and understanding in our society.  
  

Physics A level opens the door to many varied career opportunities such as research 
into materials and electronics, sound studio design, medical equipment development 
and astronomy.  Physicists will be found in many organisations and industries includ-
ing those dealing with finance – here it is the attention to detail that matters.  You may 
also have heard about the recent confirmed discovery of the Higgs boson, the particle that give everything 
mass.  The examining board has produced a clear and varied syllabus and there is plenty of support online for 
students and teachers.  There are excellent textbooks available for learning and revision, and there is a wealth 
of supporting information online.  Students joining are required to have achieved a grade 7 or above at GCSE 
level in Physics or 7-7 in Combined Science and 7 in Mathematics, plus grade 6 in Biology and Chemistry in 
order to be accepted on to the course.  After A level many of our students go on to study for a Physics-related 
degree or engineering degree at university. 
  

Below is an overview of the OCR Physics A level specification. 
  

The A Level course covers six modules: 
  

Module 1: Practical skills: 
This involves the development of practical skills throughout the course and is assessed through written  
examinations rather than as a specific practical examination. Understanding the skills and showing the skills  
during practicals in lessons is acknowledged by gaining what is called Practical Endorsement.  
 
  

Module 2: Foundations of Physics: 
To be able to analyse Physics and synthesise knowledge numerically, this module covers the understanding of 
physical quantities and units as well as making measurements and analysing data. 
 
  
Module 3: Forces and Motion: 
The specific topics covered here are motion, forces in action, work energy and power, materials and Newton’s 
laws of motion and momentum. 
  
 

Module 4: Electrons, Waves and Photons: 
This module covers charge and current, energy, power and resistance. This understanding of electricity is then 
applied to electrical circuits. The next section of this module goes on to cover the Physics of Waves and the 
topic of quantum physics. 
 

  

Module 5:  Newtonian World and Astrophysics: 
This covers thermal physics, circular motion, oscillations, gravitational fields as well as the expected  
astrophysics and cosmology. 
 

  

Module 6:  Particles and Medical Physics: 
In this module capacitors are covered as well as electric fields. In addition electromagnetism, Nuclear Physics 
and Particle Physics are studied. Finally, medical imaging is included.  The work done in these six modules is 
examined through three written examinations as detailed in the table below.  
  
The table also shows the practical endorsement in Physics: 

 

 
 

Assessment Overview 
Modelling Physics 100 marks (assesses content of modules 1,2,3 and 5) 

 2 hours 15 minutes written paper 37% of total A level 

Exploring Physics 100 marks (assesses content of modules 1,2,4 and 6) 
 2 hours 15 minutes written paper 

  
37% of total A level 

Unified Physics 70 marks (assesses content of modules 1 to 6 inclusive i.e. synoptic) 
 1 hours 30 minutes written paper  26% of total A level 

Practical endorsement in Physics  (non-exam assessment) Reported separately 
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Physical Education A level 
 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

Would it suit me? 
 
Yes! If you have: 
 

 A love of sport  

 Interest in the social importance of sport in the past and present  

 An understanding of the importance of the human body  

 A desire to learn about other cultures  

 Ability to perform to a high level in two sports  

 
Students are required to have achieved a grade 6 or above at GCSE Physical Education in order to be accepted 
onto the course. 

 

A Level Units 
 
Physiological factors affecting performance 
2 Hour paper worth 90 Marks – 30% of final grade 

 Applied Anatomy and physiology 

 Exercise physiology 

 Biomechanics 

 
Psychological factors affecting  
performance 
1 Hour paper worth 60 Marks – 20% of final grade 

 Skill acquisition 

 Sports psychology 

 
Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport 
1 Hour paper worth 60 Marks – 20% of final grade 

 Sport in society 

 Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport 

 
Performance in physical education 
Practical assessment  worth 60 marks – 30% of final grade 

 Performance and coaching 

 Evaluation and Analysis of performance for improvement 

 
You must have one sport to play. 
 

What can I do in the future? 
 
You could be… 

 A PE teacher 

 A physiotherapist 

 A sports physiologist 

 A sports manager 

 A sports coach 

 Physical therapist 
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Psychology A level 
 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
 

Why study Psychology? 
Psychology offers you the opportunity to understand some of the  causes of 
human behaviour. You will learn that our behaviour is determined by social, 
emotional and biological factors. Also, that our environment shapes our behaviour. 
 

What knowledge or skills should I bring to the course? 
No previous knowledge of Psychology is necessary, although a grade 6 is required in English Language and at least 
two grades 6 in Science.  it is also expected that you will be familiar with the construction and analysis of graphs as 
well as basic mathematical information.  In addition you need to be able to write analytically and examine arguments. 
 

Course content: 
In the1st year of the A level course, students will study six and eight areas of Psychology respectively: 
 

In the second year of the A level course, students have a choice of topics to study in a unit called ‘Issues and options 
in Psychology’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Examination 
Paper 1: Introductory topics in Psychology (content 1-4) 
Written exam: 2 hours 96 marks, 33.3% of the total A level 
 

 Section A:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section B:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section C:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section D:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 
Paper 2 : Psychology in context (content 5-7) 
Written exam: 2 hours 96 marks, 33.3% of the total A level 
 

 Section A:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section B:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section C:  multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 48 marks 
 

Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology (Compulsory content 8 above + optional content, one from  
9-11 + optional content, one from 12-14 + one from 15-17) 
Written exam: 2 hours 96 marks, 33.3% of the total A level 
 

 Section A: multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section B: one topic from option 9-11 above, multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section C: one topic from option 12-14 above, multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 

 Section D: one topic from option 15-17 above, multiple choice, short answer and extended writing, 24 marks 
 

 

  
  

2
nd

 year of A level course 1
st

 year A level course 

Compulsory content Optional content 

1 Social influence Social influence 9 Relationships 

2 Memory Memory 10 Gender 

3 Attachment Attachment 11 Cognition and development 

4 Approaches in Psychology Psychopathology 12 Schizophrenia 

5 Psychopathology Approaches in Psychology 13 Eating behaviour 

6 Research Methods Biopsychology 14 Stress 

7   Research Methods 15 Aggression 

8 
Issues and debates in Psychology 

16 Forensic Psychology 

17 Addiction 
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Art & Design (Textiles) 
Examination Board: EDUQAS 

 
The whole GCE is made up of 2 units over two years.  
This starts in Year 12 with a foundation skills project 
which leads to starting the Personal Investigation by  
Easter of Year 12.  
 
The course provides students with the opportunity to learn 
and develop a range of skills in relation to hand and machine  
embroidery, various methods of print and surface decoration 
and fabric manipulation. This is taught through personal  
responses to unit themes and an externally set assignment 
provided by the exam board. 
 

Students produce a body of work for all units, following the 
art process from initial research and starting points, through  
development and experimentation towards a final response 
in the form of a finished piece. Alongside their development 
work, students research a range of relevant artists and  
designers to gain inspiration for their own creative ideas and 
themes.  
 

The Textiles programme provides students with the  
opportunity to express themselves imaginatively and  
creatively using a range of media. It is a demanding course 
but very enjoyable and rewarding. 
 
 
 
 

 
Textiles (Art and Design) A Level: 
 
Component 1: Personal  
Investigation - 60% 
 
Candidates must communicate their 
understanding through integrated  
images and text that includes a  
written element of no less than 1000 
words. 
  
Component 2: Controlled  
Assignment – 40% 
   
What could it lead to? 
 
Having an A Level in a creative  
subject is an essential starting point  
if students want to pursue Art and  
Design and apply straight to  
university. After completing their A 
Levels, students can apply to do a 
one year post A Level Art and Design 
Diploma in Foundation Studies course leading to a university Degree after, or apply directly onto higher level  
Degree courses. 
 
Students are required to have achieved a grade ‘6’ or above at GCSE Art and Design in order to be accepted on 
to the course. 
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Travel and Tourism - BTEC Level 3 
  

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Travel and Tourism covers a wide range of employment opportunities in the fastest growing industry in the UK.  
It includes jobs in airlines and hotels, with tour operators and travel agents or involving tourist attractions,  
conferences and events, hospitality and entertainment.  The units that you study are entirely coursework based and 
you will be assessed in a variety of ways. This will include written work and some practical assessments. 
 

 
Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Travel and Tourism 
 

Mandatory Units 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Optional Units (2 units from) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Unit Title Credits 

Unit 1 Investigating Travel and Tourism 10 

Unit 2 The Business of Travel and Tourism 10 

Unit 3 The UK as a destination 10 

Unit 4 Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 10 

Unit Title Credits 

6 Preparing for Employment in Travel and Tourism 10 

7 European Destinations 10 

8 Long Haul Travel Destinations 10 

9 Retail Travel Operations 10 

10 Business Travel Operations 10 

11 Investigating the Cruise Industry 10 

19 UK Visitor Attractions 10 

22 Work Experience in the Travel and Tourism Sector 10 

24 Airfares and Ticketing 10 

26 Researching Current Issues in Travel and Tourism 10 

28 
Principles of supervising Customer Service  
Performance in Hospitality, Leisure, Travel and  
Tourism 

10 

Special entry  
requirements 

How you will learn and be 
assessed? 

What you can do after  
this course? 

 At least 5 GCSEs at  
grade 4 
 

 Plenty of motivation 
 
 

 Commitment to the  
Subject 
 

 The ability to meet  
Deadlines 
 

 The ability to  
communicate well, both 
orally and in writing, with 
a wide range of people 
 

 Basic ICT skills are an  
advantage 

 Through a variety of methods, ranging from individual 
research, one-to-one tutorials, videos, role plays,  
visits and group discussions. You will spend time 
learning by doing and some of your time working in 
the ICT suite.  
 

 The units that you study are entirely coursework 
based and you will be assessed in a variety of 
ways. This will include written work and some practical  
assessments. 
 

 The course is made practical whenever possible. 
  

 Customer service is the main practical based unit of 
work. Other unit will focus upon areas such as tourist  
destinations and marketing. 

 Successful students may  
progress to higher levels of 
study, such as HND or degree  
courses in Travel and Tourism 
studies. 
 

 You can also gain  
employment in the industry 
with companies such as  
British Airways, Thomson  
Holidays, Thomas Cook and 
First Choice. 
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Points tariff table 

Tariff 
Points 

A 

Level 

BTEC BTEC BTEC Diploma 

Business 
Music  

Technology 

Double  

 

112       D*D* 

96       DD 

84     D*   

72     D   

64       MM 

56 A* D*     

48 A D M   

40 B       

32 C M   PP 

24 D   P   

20         

16 E P     

12         

10         

6         

How do I know if A Levels or BTEC Courses are most appropriate for me? 
 

The table above shows that A Levels and BTEC courses are all worth UCAS points. Most  
Universities will accept either A Levels, BTECs or a combination of the two. Russell Group  
Universities usually require 3 A Level Grades at grades A*-B rather than ask for UCAS Points. 
 
If your best 8 GCSE grades (including English and Maths) average out as a 6 or above then A Levels 
are mostly likely the best route for you.   
 
If your best 8 GCSEs average out as a 5 then BTECS are mostly likely the best route for success.  
 
It is possible to take a combination of A Levels and BTECs if we think this is the best pathway for 
you. 

The UCAS Tariff is a means of allocating points to post-16 qualifications, based on a  
simple mathematical model which uses a qualification size and grading scale to generate 
a total number of points.  
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Application for a place in the Sixth Form 
The Governing Body of Saint Cecilia’s Church of England School operates an Open Sixth Form, accepting both its 
own pupils and those from other Secondary Schools without reference to their religious commitment, but who have 
shown a specific desire in their application to continue their education in a Church School, as well as a willingness to 
contribute to the school’s Christian ethos. 
 

The Sixth Form is a place of learning and a place of personal development.  Students are provided with a first class 
experience as they develop into young adults and prepare for Higher Education or the world of work.  With greater 
flexibility and greater responsibility, students are expected to act as positive role models for younger pupils in the 
school so that they, in turn, also aspire to become a part of the Sixth Form. 
 

Year 11 pupils who wish to apply for one of the Year 12 places available each year will need to fulfil the General  
Conditions of Entry together with the minimum academic requirements shown below. Applications from External  
Candidates are also welcomed and the minimum number of external applicants likely to be admitted is 10. 
 

General Conditions of entry:  
Places will be offered providing the following General Conditions are met: 
 

 Saint Cecilia’s Church of England School Sixth Form is able to provide a suitable course.  
 The applicant meets the Minimum Academic Requirements. 
 

Minimum academic requirements: 
The school will publish specific criteria in relation to minimum academic entrance requirements in the Sixth Form  
Prospectus for the range of courses available based upon GCSE qualifications or other measures of prior attainment. 
 

The application process: 
All prospective students are welcome to attend the Saint Cecilia’s Church of England School Sixth Form Open  
Evening in the Autumn Term, where they will be able to meet staff and collect specific subject details.  
 

Prospective students are then invited to request a Consultation Meeting. All prospective students are treated equally 
and are offered a Consultation to ensure that they are matched to the courses that will most likely lead to their future 
success.  
 

The Consultation will be an opportunity for a prospective student to discuss suitable courses and engage with the  
concept of Post-16 education at Saint Cecilia’s Church of England School. This is an opportunity for the prospective 
student to express his or her preference and discuss the potential advantages and disadvantages of specific  
combinations of subjects.  
 

Following the Initial Consultation, prospective students are invited to submit an Application to the Sixth Form  
indicating their chosen combination of subjects. 
 

Provided the applicant meets the General Conditions of Entry, a provisional offer will be made which lays down the 
Conditions of Entry. 
 

Once GCSE results are known, those applicants who have met the minimum academic requirements and any other 
conditions of the offer will have their provisional offer confirmed. Acceptance of the offer must be confirmed by the 
date specified in the Offer Letter; otherwise the place may be withdrawn.  
 

Progression from Year 12 to Year 13 
Progression from Year 12 to 13 is dependent upon achievement in Year 12. 
 

 

Notes: 
 

a) Looked After Child is a child in the care of a Local Authority or provided with accommodation by that Authority in 
accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.  An adopted child is defined by Section 46 of the Adoption 
and Children Act 2002 or Section 12 of the Adoption Act 1976.  A residence order is defined by Section 8 of the 
Children Act 1989.  A child arrangement order is defined by Section 8 of the Children Act 1989 as amended by  
section 14 of the Children and families Act 2014.  A special guardianship order is defined by Section 14A of the 
Children Act 1989. 

 

 

b) Sibling is defined as a full brother or sister, a step/half brother or sister living at the same address, a child who is 
living at the same address as part of the family by reason of a court order, or a child who has been placed with fos-
ter carers as a result of being looked after by a Local Authority. 

 

Appeal arrangements - external applicants 
Applicants refused a place at the school will have the right to appeal against the decision to an independent admission 
appeal panel established under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.  Appeals must be received within 20 
school days of receipt of the letter refusing a place at the School. 
 

Should an appeal be unsuccessful, the Governing Body will not consider further appeals from those applicants within 
the same academic year unless there have been significant and material changes in their circumstances.   
 

If you wish to appeal, please download an Appeal Form from the Admissions section on the school’s website or  
contact the school’s Admissions Officer to request a form. 
 

 

Admission of children outside their normal age group 
Children are educated in school with others of their age group. However, in exceptional circumstances parents/carers 
may choose to seek places outside of their child's chronological year group. Decisions will be made on the basis of 
the circumstances of each case. Parents/carers must state clearly why they feel admission to a different year group is 
in the child's best interest and may provide recent professional evidence to support this. Further details of how to 
make such a request are available from the school. 
 

 

Whilst the school endeavours to run all the courses on offer in the Subject Information Guide, should a course be  
significantly undersubscribed it may not be feasible for it to run.  If this is the case you will be informed in writing before 
the end of the Summer Term. 

Sixth Form Admission Policy 2019/20  
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Every year, a high percentage of our students secure places at prestigious Russell Group universities, 
including Oxford and Cambridge. Below is a sample of some of our leavers’ destinations: 

 

 University Destinations 

Birmingham: Electrical Engineering   Liverpool: Law with Philosophy 

Birmingham: Geography 

  

Liverpool: Criminology and Sociology 

Birmingham: Music 
London College of  
Music: 

Music (Popular Music) 

Birmingham: Psychology LSE Mathematics with Economics 

Bristol: Law Manchester: English Literature 

Bristol: Economics Manchester: Geography 

Bristol: Social Policy with Criminology Manchester: Sociology 

Cambridge: Education with English and Drama Newcastle: Civil Engineering 

Cambridge: Engineering Nottingham: Computer Science 

Cambridge: Land Economy Nottingham: Mathematics 

Cambridge: Mathematics Nottingham: 
Medical Physiology and  
Therapeutics 

Cardiff: Politics and Economics Nottingham: Neuroscience 

Cardiff: Medicine Nottingham:  Geography 

Durham: Modern Languages Oxford: English 

Durham: Natural Sciences Oxford: 
Geography/International 
Relations 

Durham: Philosophy Oxford: Law 

East Anglia: Meteorology and Oceanography Queen Mary London: Aerospace Engineering 

Exeter: Drama Queen Mary London: Biomedical Science 

Exeter: English and Drama 
Royal Academy of  
Music: 

Music 

Exeter: 
International Relations and  
Modern Languages 

Sheffield: History and Politics 

Exeter: Law Sheffield: Music 

Exeter: Mathematical Sciences Sheffield: 
International Relations and 
Politics 

Exeter: Politics and Modern Languages SOAS: International Management 

Exeter: History Southampton: Physiotherapy 

Imperial  
College: 

Medicine St Andrews: Computer Science 

King’s College  
London: 

Biomedical Science Birmingham: History 

Bristol: Economics and Finance St George’s: Medicine 

LAMDA: 
Stage Management and  
Technical Theatre 

University of Prague: Medicine 

Leeds: Economics and Mathematics 
University of 
Sheffield: 

Dentistry 

Leeds: 
International History and  
Politics 

Warwick: 
Ancient History and 
Classical Archaeology 

Leeds: Mathematics Warwick: Biomedical Science 

Liverpool: 
Medicinal Chemistry with 
Pharmacology 

York: 
Film and Television  
Production 


