
News round up 

 

Welcome to Mrs Renata 

Joseph, our Headteacher 
 

Mrs Renata Joseph has been  
appointed as Saint Cecilia’s new 
Headteacher, following a rigorous  
recruitment process. 
 

Mrs Joseph, who began her  
Headship in April, has previously led 
the development of Teaching and 
Learning at Canons High School in 
Edgware, the Staff Professionalism 
and the Canons Park Teaching School 
Alliance.  

 
 

Prior to that Mrs Joseph was a Senior Leader at 
The Green School for Girls in West London.  
Revd. Greg Prior, Chair of Governors, wrote: 
“Mrs Joseph is passionate about Saint Cecilia’s 
and is committed to ensuring an exceptional  
education in an inclusive environment;  

underpinned by the school’s Christian ethos.” 
 

Mrs Joseph commented: “I am incredibly proud  
to be able to introduce myself to you as the 
Headteacher of Saint Cecilia’s Church of  
England School. I am looking  forward to building  
relationships with each of you in the weeks, 
months and years ahead so that Saint Cecilia’s 
can continue to go from strength to strength.” 

“Glorifying God  through outstanding, enjoyable education” 

Saint Cecilia’s for Music 
 

Over 100 pupils and sixth formers from Saint  
Cecilia’s took part in the annual ‘Wandsworth  
Brighter Sound’ concert at the Royal Festival Hall, 
together with other schools in the borough. Our  
concert band, MTC group and choir, opened the 
event and dazzled the audience with a medley of 
The Greatest Showman.  
 

The pupils and students displayed so much  
talent, behaved impeccably throughout and were  
a real credit to the school. 
 

Musicians are now looking forward to this year’s 
music trip to Salzburg in July. Last year, the group 
travelled to Malta and enjoyed a memorable  
experience performing at various venues, and of 
course, had fun at the same time, exploring the region.  



Communion in the  
Community 
 

At Saint Cecilia’s, we celebrate High days and Holy 
days in school with Communion in the Community - 
pupils and sixth formers split into House groups and 
journey out for a Communion service in one of the 
local churches. The most recent one was the Ash 
Wednesday Communion in the Community, just  
before Lent. During the service, pupils, sixth formers 
and staff received the sign of the cross on their  
foreheads as a sign of repentance. 
 

Mental Health Conference 
 

 

Year 9 Wellbeing Champions attended a mental health 
conference delivered by stem4, a mental health charity 
based in Merton, headed and founded by Dr Nihara 
Krause. Dr Krause has years of experience as a  
Consultant Clinical Psychologist and she uses her 
knowledge, to educate and raise awareness of how we 
talk about mental health, how we support our friends and 
family with mental health conditions and how we become 
resilient ourselves when faced with stresses and daily  
challenges.  
 

Saint Cecilia’s Wellbeing Champions won third prize in 
‘design an assembly about sleeping habits’ . For more 
regarding stem4 charity, visit  stem4.org.uk 
 

 

Outstanding A Level and 
GCSE results 
Saint Cecilia’s has a track record of excellent examinations  
results and 2018 was another successful year for our Year 11 
pupils and Sixth Formers.  
 

Overall, 86% of A level grades were A*-C, 58% were A* - B  and 
almost a third (32%) of the A level examination results were  
A* - A grades. 81% of the BTec results were graded Merit or 
above. Our leavers have, once again, gained places at a their 
first university choices, including Russell Group, to study a  
diverse range of courses such as Medicine, Economics, History, 
Languages, Politics, Engineering and many others. 
 

GCSE figures were also impressive: 29% of the grades were A*/A (9-7), 45% A*-B (9-6), and 81% A*-C (9-4).  
In Music 100% of pupils achieved 4 + pass grades. The English and Maths departments also enjoyed significant  
successes; the proportion of pupils achieving 9-4 grades for these subjects were 92% and 80%, respectively.   
The ‘Attainment 8’ measure stands at 53.9 across all subjects. 

Visit to Sussex University 
 

Year 11 pupils visited Sussex University to consider their 
future aspirations. The day was led by student  
ambassadors and Dr Graham Hole and talks included: 
why people choose to go to university; different degree 
courses available; student life and experience;  
applications and qualifications. The pupils also had a tour 
of the campus and after lunch they attended a lecture 
from Dr Graham Hole about facial recognition in criminal 
cases.   
 

UCAS Applications 
 

The majority our current Year 13 students have  
applied via the UCAS system for a wide variety of  
University places, starting in September 2019 and a  

further three have successfully applied for Art  
Foundation courses. Below are a few examples: 
 

University of Oxford Biochemistry 
Bristol University  Politics and International  

Relations 
Exeter University  History 
University of Warwick Mathematics 
Sheffield University  Engineering 
University of Leeds Liberal Arts 
Edinburgh University Geography and Social  

Anthropology 
University of Bath  Robotics 
King’s College London Law 
Oxford Brooks  Paramedical Science 
Durham   Anthropology 
 

https://stem4.org.uk/


 Hamilton 
 
 

Thirty students attended a very  
special performance of the musical  
Hamilton.  
 

The event was organised by the  
Hamilton Education Team with the 
aim of engaging young people in 
theatre and offering tickets at a much  
reduced cost. The score blends  
hip-hop, jazz, blues, rap, R&B and 
Broadway– the story of America then, 
as told by America now.  
 
 

After the performance the group was  
invited to stay for a question and  
answer session with the cast.  
 

 

Year 7 and 8 pupils 
celebrated Pi Day on 
Thursday 14

th  
March 

(or 3/14 in month/day 
date format) since 3.14 represents the most 
commonly used approximation of π. A day 
recognised worldwide because of the  
fascinating nature of this never ending  
mathematical constant which has been  
calculated to over 5 trillion decimal places. 
 

In class some pupils were challenged to try 
beating the school record of reciting pi to 100 
decimal places. The incredible memories of 
our young mathematicians were most  
impressive. Pupils competed against each 
other reciting pi to 58 decimal places, 179 
decimal places and the new school record  
of 216 decimal places.  
 

Sienna Jardim and Amy Hatherall won their 
year group ‘Pi Challenge’ and walked away 
with a tasty prize almost as big as pi. Our 
new school record holder Ella McNaughton, 
in Year 8, did exceptionally well to recite pi to an amazing 216 decimal places! 

Everest and Beyond  
 

Matt Dickinson, author, visited the school to 
deliver three different talks to pupils in  
Years 7 -11, entitled Human and Physical  
Geography, Everest and Beyond and Both 
Sides of the Story. The author spoke about 
his travels, adventures, life experiences and 
how they have influenced his writing. The 
visit ended with a creative writing workshop 
in the school Library – the children also had 
the opportunity to meet Matt, ask questions 
and purchase signed copies of his books 

‘Everest Files’, ‘North Face’, ‘Killer Storm’ and ‘Lie Kill Walk Away’. A Year 8 
pupil commented: “Matt’s talk has inspired me to take any challenges that get 
thrown at me!”. Ms Derby, Librarian, said: “Matt was in school all day and gave 
three fascinating talks for over 500 students. The range of themes gave huge 
variety and awareness, and the children loved the day.” 
 

As well as being an author, Matt is also an award winning Director/Cameraman for National Geographic TV,  
Discovery Channel and the BBC.  During his action-packed career he has worked with some of the great characters 
from the world of adventure: Bear Grylls, Judy Leden and Brian Blessed. He has filmed on Everest’s summit, in 
Antarctica, Greenland, Alaska and on top of the highest live volcano in the world. 



 

Geography Field Trip  
 

GCSE Geography pupils went to Juniper Hall Field  
Studies Centre to complete their Physical Geography 
fieldwork.  As part of their Geography GCSE, pupils  
investigated the changing characteristics of the river 
Tillingbourne with distance from the source. They  
completed field sketches and got into the river to  
measure width, depth and velocity at three different 
sites. It was an excellent opportunity for pupils to see 
‘real’ landforms and processes discussed in class.  
It was also possible to see the impact that humans can 
have on river morphology.   
 

GCSE Geographers also went to Southside Shopping 
Centre to test the hypothesis: To what extent does the 
land use and environmental quality change with distance 
from Southside Shopping Centre. They conducted  
questionnaires, completed Environmental Quality  
Assessments, along with land use mapping and  
pedestrian counts along transects of Garratt Lane and 
Wandsworth High Street.  

 

Going Places at RGS 
 

A group of Year 9 pupils visited the Royal Geographical Society in  
Kensington for a series of interactive workshops called Going Places 
with Geography.  
 

The pupils spent a day at the venue and took part in three different 
sessions led by Young RGS ambassadors - Geography  
undergraduate and post graduate students from top UK universities. 
They engaged in a variety of discussion topics on environment,  
people and places. 
 

The whole experience gave the pupils an insight of the wide and  
exciting range of career opportunities open to Geographers. 

Amanda Le Roux: Year 10 talk 
 

Amanda Le Roux, Vice-President of Aveda, delivered an excellent talk to Year 10  
pupils in April.  
 

Amanda spoke about her career journey, which started in the Finance sector and 
then evolved into the beauty industry. She also spoke about her love of travel, her 
current position at Aveda and why she fell in love with the company ethos. The talk 
ended with a Q&A session. 
 

The speaker gave the pupils some really useful insights into the world of work, and 
what employers look for when hiring a candidate.  
 

 

Key Stage 3 Ski 
Trip to Italy 
 

A group of pupils in Years 
7– 9 spent a week skiing in  
Sestriere. The Sestriere 
ski resort is set high in the  
mountains near Turin,  
Italy, an excellent all round 
skiing destination.  
 

The pupils enjoyed 4 hours 
of skiing lessons per day 
and a number of après ski 
activities. Archie in Year 8 
said: “It was fun and  
interesting to learn new 
skiing tips.” 



A Taste of China 
 

 

Pupils who take part in the Chinese after school club 
have been learning basic words and phrases 
including how to say, “thank you”, “goodbye” and 
“hello”. They have tried out different Chinese snacks, 
including green tea wafer biscuits, Hong Kong style 
milk tea, hawthorn flakes and soya bean drink. White 
Rabbit milk candy and Hello Panda biscuits are a 
firm favourite!  

Most recently, the group also went to Lanzhou Noodle Bar, a 
small café-restaurant that specialises in hand-pulled  
noodles called “la mian”, which is where the word ‘ramen’ 
comes from. Pupils had a fantastic time trying to use  
chopsticks, ordering food, experiencing a very local  
Chinese eatery and walking around Chinatown where they 
were introduced to candy shops and the best pastry shop on 
the main street! 
 

Pupils are looking forward to another trip to try different  
flavours at the end of the summer term.  

 

Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’  
 

Congratulations to Year 10 pupils Judah 
Ankrah and Harriet Ashton, who competed in 
the Wandsworth final of the Jack Petchey 
‘Speak Out’ challenge. They worked really 
hard to get to this stage of the competition and 
represented the school brilliantly at the event. 
Their speeches Dream! Believe! 
Achieve! (Judah) and Still Beating! (Harriet) 
really impressed the judges!  
 

Well done also to all the pupils who took part 
in the challenge.  

History/Government and Politics trip to 
Washington DC and New York 
 

Students in Year 12 and 13 spent seven days in  
Washington and New York this April. The group visited a 
number of historical sites such as the White House, the  
Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Jefferson  
Memorial and Capitol Building. 
 

The students also travelled to New York and explored the 
iconic ‘Big Apple’. The trip was a fantastic way for the  
students to learn more about American history. 



The Friends of Saint Cecilia’s 
 

It’s been a busy year so far.  March saw the ever-popular 
annual quiz night.   
 

February featured a successful social evening, starring 
senior student band Alike.  And in January we allocated 
over £20,000, raised from events like these, to projects 
across the school. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our work,  
including by coming to the various events.  There are  
several important meetings that we need to see  
people come along to this term - to help work out what to 
do with our plans to fund air-conditioning for the school 
Chapel, and to plan the highlight of the year, the SUMMER 
FETE!   
 
 

Hope to see you there. 

 

Who are the Friends of Saint Cecilia’s? 
 

 

Saint Cecilia’s has an extremely active PTA (the 
Friends), a registered charity (1111547) run by parents 
of pupils at the school.  The charity has two basic aims: 

 

 Fundraising for the school through events and other  
activities; 

 

 Fostering the wider school community and supporting 
communication between the different bits of it. 

 

Any parent of a Saint Cecilia’s pupil can join the Friends, 
come along to one of our regular meetings to help plan 
the events, discuss other fund-raising opportunities and 
– when enough money has been raised – decide how it 
should be spent within the school for the benefit of the 
pupils. 
 

 

 

Experimental Drawing Workshop at 
the V&A 
 

A group of Year 8 pupils went to the Victoria and Albert  
Museum to take part in an Experimental Drawing workshop.  
 

The workshop was run by award winning artist Anne Harild, 
who exhibits her own  
artwork regularly. Led by 
Anne, pupils enjoyed 
drawing with wire in the 
V&A’s silver gallery, used 
torches to play with scale 
in one of the sculpture  
galleries and drew with 
sticks and graphite. This 
was also a fantastic  
opportunity for pupils to 
experience an exciting 
variety of  artwork  
exhibited at the V&A and 
respond in their own  
personal way.  
 

The artist was very 
impressed with the  
creativity and enthusiasm 
of Saint Cecilia’s pupils, 
and many pupils  
commented on how they learnt different skills and ways of  
responding to art outside of the classroom. The skills pupils 
learnt will feed back into their current project, which is drawing 
landscapes inspired by the mark making skills of David  
Hockney. 



Design a Picture Book Competition 
 

Book designers from Little, Brown Book Group have been to school to share their insight into the publishing industry 
and to coach children wanting to enter this year’s Design a Picture Book competition. Offered by reading charity 
ReadingZone, this competition attracts thousands of entries nationally, and is judged each year by a different author/
illustrator appointed by ReadingZone.  
 

At Saint Cecilia’s we award school prizes 
of art sets and book vouchers to the best 
three completed books, as judged by  
Little, Brown book Group designers, and 
display some of the work at Southfields 
Library. This year, we had a celebratory 
event there, at which the prizes were 
awarded and children enjoyed an  
informal careers talk, A Day in the Life of 
a Book Designer. Congratulations to  
Emily Mallinson and Beth Drew in Year 
7, joint winners of the first prize for a 
book they made together, and Raphaela  
Membery and Tara Meehan in Year 8, 
winners of the second prize. 
 

Children were asked what they most  
enjoyed about Design a Picture Book and mentioned the satisfaction of completing their books, the fun they had  
doing the artwork and storyline, and being able to choose their own ideas to work on. Challenging aspects described 
were managing time and balancing the project with school work and commitments, and knowing when to stop  
adding to the story and re-drafting. 
 

SW London Schools  
Rugby Cup winners 
 

Congratulations to the Year 9 rugby team 
– they won, for the third year in a row, the 
South West London Schools Rugby Cup, 
after beating Southborough School in the 
competition finals. The boys were  
fantastic and showed a real commitment 
to the sport – a brilliant and well deserved 
win.  

 

National 7s Rugby at 
Rosslyn Park 
 

In March, our Year 9 rugby team reached the 
final stages of the prestigious Rosslyn Park 
National Schools 7s competition. The team 
were strong from the start and did  
exceedingly well to reach the finals.  
The boys unfortunately lost at the final two 
games but must be commended for their 
determination and team spirit. 
 

Ronald Lyon commented: “We all thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience, despite the  
outcome!” 
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Netball Success 
 

The netball academies are thriving with over 
100 girls attending and 11 netball teams. 
The girls have continued to be successful 
this year with many teams winning most of 
their games. The year 7 netball team  
represented Wandsworth borough at the 
London Youth Games in March. The year 
10s continue to impress with both teams 
going from strength to strength and still 
training in the mornings. The year 9 team 
have developed into a clear squad who are 
regularly attending training and have  
finished the season on a high. The year 8 
netball squads are the most committed this 
year with all girls attending training and improving on a weekly basis.  

Sports Day 
 

Our annual Sports Day took place at the end of May 
at Wimbledon Park's athletics track. The event was, 
as always, a tremendous success and the fine weath-
er made the occasion even more special.  
Records tumbled on the field and track events and 
there was an atmosphere of friendly rivalry with pupils 
cheering and competing fiercely for their respective 
Houses. This year we've replaced rounders with the 
tug of war competition and the day ended with the 
popular staff race.  
 

Congratulations to Schubert - this year's victorious 
House!  

Taster Day for 
Years 4 and 5 
 

Years 4 and 5 pupils from 
St Michael’s Primary School 
have recently visited us for a 
full day of activities.  
 

The interactive day was  
designed to give pupils a real  

experience of secondary school life here. The activities included 
taster lessons in Science, History and Music. The group of pupils 
also had a tour of the school, a snack and a lunch in the Refectory.  The pupils were fantastic and really enjoyed 
the whole experience. 
 

We look forward to welcoming Sheringdale Primary School this June. 


