
Year 12 Geography: Independent Study Project  

A Level Geography involves independent research, including analysing complex ideas using current news sources and your own ideas, in your independent 

study time in the next two weeks you will be producing two research reports, one for a human geography issue and one for a physical geography issue.  

Physical geography:’ Assess the view that natural hazards are the biggest threat facing humans for the future. ‘ 

Human geography: ‘Globalisation offers more benefits than problems. Discuss.’ 

’ Assess the view that natural hazards are the biggest threat facing humans for the future. ‘ 

You will need to assess the two sides of the argument that the biggest threat facing humans in the future in natural hazards, this will take the form of a 

research report.  

Research widely, using newspaper articles, National Geographic, the USGS and any other appropriate sources (not Wikipedia!), you will need to include at 

least 4 case studies of places which are relevant to your report (e.g.: Mount Pinatubo, 1991), remember to write a list of the sources you have used in a 

bibliography at the end.  

Useful ideas to start researching: Asian Tsunami 2004, the Philippines disaster hostpot, global warming, terrorism. 

Sections of Research 
Report  

What to include  Skills 
involved 

Grade 

Introduction What is a natural hazard? What kind of hazards are there? What case studies can you use to illustrate your point? 
What kind of risks do humans face? 

Describing  D 

1: Natural Hazards are 
the biggest threat 

What kind of threats do natural hazards bring to people, property and the environment? 
How are the amount and size and frequency of hazards changing over time? Are they getting worse over time? 
EXTENSION: Are there some places more at risk than others? Where are they? Why are they more at risk? 

Explaining  C 

2: Natural hazards are 
not the biggest threat  

What other threats pose significant risks to humans? 
Are these other threats increasing/could they be more significant than natural hazards in the future? Why? 
EXTENSION: Are there some places more at risk than others? Where are they? Why are they more at risk? 

Explaining  B 

Conclusion What are your main findings? 
Are natural hazards the biggest threat to humans in the future? Why? Can you propose another main threat? 

Evaluating  A 

Bibliography A list of all sources used in your report, give the full website address and the name of the company/site/source, list these in alphabetical order.  



 

‘Globalisation offers more benefits than problems. Discuss.’ 

You will need to discuss the two sides of the argument that globalisation offers more benefits than problems, this will take the form of a research report. .  

Research widely, using newspaper articles, the Economist, the Guardian and any other appropriate sources (not Wikipedia!), you will need to include at 

least 4 case studies of places which are relevant to your article (for example, Bangladesh/Primark), remember to write a list of the sources you have used in 

a bibliography at the end.  

Useful ideas to start researching: Nike, Primark, Bangladesh, the USA, factory collapse (Bangladesh), sweat shop labour. 

Sections of Research Report  What to include  Skills 
involved 

Grade 

Introduction What is globalisation? What examples of globalisation could you give? 
Which places and groups of people are the main people affected by globalisation? 

Describing  D 

1: Globalisation offers more 
benefits 

What benefits does globalisation offer? Which groups of people benefit the most? 
EXTENSION: categorise your effects socially, economically and environmentally to assess which benefits are the 
biggest 

Explaining  C 

2: Globalisation offers more 
problems  

What problems does globalisation bring? Which groups of people suffer the most?  
EXTENSION: are the problems of globalisation fairly distributed? Why? 

Explaining  B 

Conclusion What are your main findings? 
Is globalisation more of a problem than a benefit? Why? 

Evaluating  A 

Bibliography  A list of all sources used in your report, give the full website address and the name of the company/site/source, list these in 
alphabetical order. 

 



Museums & Places to Visit:  
- The Crystal  

(Interactive exhibition on future sustainability and innovative urban futures worldwide) 

 

- Royal Geographical Society  

(Topical and current global physical and human geographical issues in exhibitions at the RGS base) 
 

-  Museum of London  
(Fantastic museum chronicling the development of London as an urban centre and migration stories) 

- Natural History Museum  
(Interactive exhibitions on biodiversity, plate tectonics and earth sciences)  
 

- Science Museum  
(Interactive exhibitions on water, resources and human planet use) 
 

- British Museum  
(Historical geography of society, culture and development over time in worldwide collections) 
 
 

Films: 
- Around the World in 80 days  

- Twister  

- Dante’s Peak  

- Outsourced 

- City of God 

- Ice Age 

- Slumdog Millionaire  

- Guns, Germs, Steel  

- Blood Diamond 

- The Day after Tomorrow  

 

Documentaries: 
- Pole to Pole (Michael Palin) 

- Brazil (Michael Palin) 

- Amazon (Bruce Parry)  

- Great Barrier Reef (David Attenborough)  

- Planet Earth (David Attenborough) 

  

Podcasts 
- Unreported world 

- History of the World in 100 objects 

- BBC Documentaries 

- How stuff works 

- U live where? 

- Travel in 10 



Reading list:  

Global Issues:  
- Eric Schlosser [2002]: Fast Food Nation: What the All American Meal is Doing to the World - 

Penguin 
- P D James [2010]: Children of Men – Faber & Faber 
- Joe Bennett [2010]: Where Underpants Come From: From Checkout to Cotton Field – Travels 

Through the New China – Profile Books. 
- Richard Wrangham [2010]: Catching Fire: How Cooking Made Us Human – Profile Books 
- Fred Pearce [2007]: When the Rivers Run Dry: What happens When Our Water Runs Out? – Eden 

Project Books 
- Mike Berners-Lee [2010]: How Bad Are Bananas? The Carbon Footprint of Everything – Profile 

Books 
- Charles Clover [2005]: The End of the Line. How Overfishing is Changing The World and What We 

Eat - Ebury Press. 
- Richard Girling [2005]: Rubbish! Dirt on Our Hands and Crisis Ahead – Eden 
- Garten, J. (2016) From silk to silicon: the story of globalisation through ten extraordinary lives 
- Nolen, S (2007) 28 stories of Aids in Africa  
- Kristof, N and Wudunn, S. (2010)Half the sky- how to change the world  

 

Weather, Climate & Global Warming:  
- Whitley Strieber [2004]: The Day after Tomorrow – Gollancz 
- Douglas Brinkley [2007]: The great deluge – Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans and the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast – Harper 
- Erich Krauss [2005]: Wave of Destruction: One Thai Village and its Battle with the Tsunami – 

VISION paperbacks 
- Al Gore [2006]: An Inconvenient Truth –Bloomsbury 
- Mark Lynas [2008]: Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet 
- Bjorn Lomborg [2009]: Cool it: The sceptical environmentalist's guide to global warming 
- Ian Stewart [2004]: Journeys from the Centre of the Earth - Century 

 

Urbanisation, Slums and Migration:  
- Mike Davis [2007]: Planet of Slums – Verso; [2004]:City of Quartz - Pimlico 
- Jane Jacobs [1997]: The Life and Death of Great American Cities – Random House 
- Jeb Brugmann [2010]: Welcome to the Urban Revolution. How Cities are Changing the World 

- Bloomsbury. 
- Jim Krane [2010]: Dubai: The History of the World’s Fastest City – Atlantic Books 
- Doug Sanders [2011]: Arrival city: How the largest migration in history is reshaping our 

world- Windmill  
- Jared Diamond [1998]: Guns, germs and steel- Vintage 
- Collier [2008] The Bottom billion: Why the poorest countries are failing and what can be 

done about it- OUP 
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