
 

Careers and Higher Education Advice 

Students are given lessons on university, college, apprenticeships and other further education and 
job guidance. Preparation includes how to complete a UCAS application form, how to write a 
personal statement, and researching opportunities for the future. 

As students’ offers come in, we also prepare them for the realities of university life: getting there, 
renting and finances, how to budget, how to cook, clean and live independently away from home 
whilst keeping on top of academic success, work and social life. 

Other opportunities for our students include: 

 Presentations by Step Forward followed by drop in sessions. 
 All students on the Post-16 bursary are offered a work readiness seminar and internship 

through BEST. 
 Year 12 students with Special Educational needs attend the Aim Higher Transitions 

Conference at the University of Roehampton each year. 
 Year 12 students visit to Southampton University each summer to experience taster lectures 

and campus life, followed by a residential visit to the University of Liverpool in the summer 
term. 

 Potential Oxbridge students in Year 12 meet with parents who are Oxbridge graduates to help 
them prepare for the application process. 

 Potential medical students are encouraged to seek relevant work experience and receive 
interview coaching by a local GP. 

 Advice from Mrs Barbara Orr, Independent Careers Advisor, and with parents who are lawyers 
and architects. 

What are their options? 

Choices will be affected by their results. If pupils achieve 5 GCSEs at grades A* – C, including a 
grade 4+ in English and Maths. They can progress to study A-levels (Level 3 courses). If they get 
fewer/lower grades, they may progress on to a Level 1 or to a Level 2 course. If they have not 
passed their Maths and/or English GCSEs, they will need to take these subjects during their further 
courses, grade 4 or above. GCSE English and Maths at least grade 4 are usually required for entry 
to any degree course. A GCSE in Science is also required for Primary Teacher Training. A few 
universities require a modern foreign language for entry to all of their degree courses. It is now 
very difficult to resit GCSE courses, except at the fee-paying crammer institutions. 

  

 


