
BTEC Music Technology – introduction and background work 
 
The most important difference in the leap from GCSE or NCFE to BTEC is the need 
for you to take the initiative about your learning. You will hear a lot from your 
subject teachers, form tutors and careers advisors about the importance of 
‘reading around the subject’; what does this mean in music technology?  
 
You will need to complete and submit a portfolio of assignments for each module 
studied. You will need to become familiar with the software and hardware that 
will be used for your assignments, which means that you need to put in extra time 
in the studio. If you wish, you can purchase the software and similar hardware, 
but be warned that this can prove to be very expensive. We will be using Cubase 
Studio and Pro Tools for most part; however other software such as Reason will 
be covered. Experiment with the software, get to know what tools you will need 
to use, create your own sequences or recordings.  
 
Your listening skills are important and you should get out and listen to live 
performances in different venues. You should listen to everything critically, think 
about the music and the production, not just how it makes you feel. Dave Moulton 
KIQ - Golden Ears Music Technology Ear Training CDs is a good course in 
training your ears for music technology elements such as EQ, effects, panning, 
distortion.  
 
You need to look beyond the requirements of the BTEC specification and explore 
music. You should read Sound on Sound each month – which comes with free CDs 
and advice. This will help you absorb current trends in music, technology and 
music vocabulary. Plan to share a magazine and CD between a group of you so it 
works out cheaper. Go to the library and borrow CDs and listen to them critically. 
Listen to the effects used, the panning, the EQ. All this will help you to develop 
your own music technology skills. You need to listen to a whole range of popular 
music styles from 1910, absorbing the main stylistic principles of each one. You 
should research the main composers/performers for each style.  
 
You are expected to take a central role in the music department and are required 
to be part of at least one extra-curricular music group. If what you want isn’t 
available, set it up yourself and arrange a time to rehearse each week and organise 
your own concerts.  
 
With written tasks, you should explore music resources in the library and online. 
Paul White’s Basic series is essential for grasping the fundamental processes in all 
areas of music technology.  There are several guides on how to use certain 
software or hardware, so do your research and find out what there is.  
 
Try to get to as many concerts and gigs as you can. Also, any chance to get into a 
recording studio would also be advantageous. We shall try to organise a few visits 
for you, but you should try to organise your own. Go in groups, make it a fun 
evening out. Tickets can cost as little as £4!  
 
 



 
Bridging Unit – BTEC Music Technology 
 
 
This bridging unit must be completed before the start of your course in 
September. Failure to complete it all will result in your place being reviewed. 
Any queries can be directed to jwells@saintcecilias.london 
 
 

1) Attend a concert or gig over the summer and list what equipment you 
could see/hear being used and how good you felt the sound quality was 
and if there were any things that could be improved. (There are many free 
live events around London over the summer – check Time Out for info) 
 

2) Research into the types of jobs in the music technology industry under 
the following headings:  Artists and Artist Management;  Live 
Performance; Recorded Performance; Sales and Marketing. Produce a 
written report or diagram with notes about the jobs. 
 
Ensure you list all the sources you have used to find out the information 
by creating a bibliography. 
 
(see this site to help you – and the guidance below) 
 
http://www.factmonster.com/homework/t8biblio.html 

 
 

3) Find two contrasting tracks from two different artists of your choice, 
listen to them in detail and write a report describing the structure, 
instruments, style, music, technology used and any interesting facts about 
each track.  Remember to cite any sources used as mentioned in task 2.  
 
 

4) Produce a summary powerpoint or keynote/prezi presentation about the 
two tracks using no more than 4 powerpoint slides/prezi screens 
 
The duration of the presentation should be 3 minutes max (and should 
include short extracts of the tracks to illustrate your points – no more 
than 1 min in total of music to be played) 
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BTEC guidance: Submitting Written Work 
 

All written work for BTEC must be correctly structured and formatted. Ensure 
you follow the formatting requirements below:  
Word 

 Create a header with your name, unit number and assignment number.  

 Insert page numbers in the footer.  

 Include a title (centred, bold and a larger font).  

 Ensure the text is justified (not left align).  

 Include referencing (either footnotes or Harvard style) and a 

bibliography.  

Other formats 
Where you use other formats for written or presentation work, make sure you 
follow similar principles (especially putting your name, unit and assignment 
number on the work).  
Referencing 
You should reference where you got your information from (either by using in-
text citations of footnotes) whenever you use a source in your work: 

 as a specific reference to information or facts from the source 

 as a direct quotation (the same words as the original) 

 in a paraphrase (a rewording of the original).1 

Use the format you feel most confident using (see separate referencing guides for 
information).  
Bibliography 
Make sure you have an alphabetical, correctly formatted bibliography at the end 
of your piece of work.  
Submission 
When you first submit written work, you will be given feedback and targets to 
improve your grade.  
When completing these refinements, make the changes in a different colour font 
so that it is clear which parts have been added or edited when you submit the 
work for the final time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
1 Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (2009) Using Sources: A Guide for Students: Find it – 
Check it – Credit it. Coventry: The Office of the Qualifications and Examinations Regulator 
 


