
A-Level Biology bridging work 2019 

This work must be completed by the time you start the course. It will be assessed in 

September, and if it is found to be poor quality, your place on the course will be 

reconsidered. 

Specification: OCR A-Level Biology H420 

Biological Processes (01) – 2h15 written examination, worth 37% of the overall grade 

Biological Diversity (02) –  2h15 written examination, worth 37% of the overall grade 

Unified Biology (03) – 1h30 written examination, worth 26% of the overall grade 

Practical skills are assessed continuously throughout the A-level course and result in a 

Practical Endorsement pass or fail grade, reported separately from the A-Level grade.  

The year 1 textbook is available a WHSmiths, Waterstones, 

Amazon, and must be purchased in time for the start of 

September. ISBN 978-1-4479-7760-5 

 

 

 

 

The aim of the bridging work: The purpose of this task is to prepare you for your A-Level 

Biology course. You will be expected to use the key skills required throughout the course in 

order for you to be successful. Some of these skills will include time management, research, 

writing that shows coherent expression of ideas, analysis, logic, independent learning, 

originality, determination and sufficient background reading. Evidence for this will be 

provided by your work and the references that you will include in your final submission. 

The Task:  Pick an exhibit on the biology topic that most interests you from one of the 

many museums available to you in London (or further afield; see the list on the next page for 

ideas). Visit the exhibit and make clear notes on what is covered. Take pictures to support 

your writing. Collect any information leaflets provided. Do some new reading around the 

topic and then write 1500 words on why you picked the exhibit, what you learned and why 

the topic so interesting to you. Give clearly laid-out references for your supporting resources. 

You should be able to write with enthusiasm about your chosen exhibit. If you can’t be 

enthusiastic about it, you’ve picked the wrong one (or the wrong subject!). 

 

 

 

 



Ideas for Museums to visit (although there are many more): 

The Science Museum (Free) 

The Natural History Museum (Free)  

The Wellcome collection (Free) 

The Royal Society (Summer Science Series 1st-7th July – free) 

The Museum at St Barts (Free) 

The British Museum (Free) 

The Horniman Museum (Free) 

ZSL London Zoo 

The Old Operating Museum 

The Hunterian Museum 

The Florence Nightingale Museum 

London Wetland Centre 

The British Dental Association Museum 

King’s College, London, Museum of Life Sciences 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

Chelsea Physic Garden 


